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Purpose of Administrative Rules (RCW 29A.32.230, RCW 29A.32.270): 
 
The Administrative Rules explain the procedures and requirements for participation, production, and 
distribution of the local voters’ pamphlet. 
 
Each candidate, with the exception of candidates running for Precinct Committee Officer, will have 
the opportunity to submit a statement, biography, photograph, and contact information for 
publication in the local voters’ pamphlet.   
 
 

Publishing and Distribution of the Local Voters’ Pamphlet (RCW 29A.32.220) 
 
The Auditor’s Office will prepare a local voters’ pamphlet for all Primary, General, and Special 
Elections.  It will be mailed to the households in each jurisdiction included in the pamphlet and also 
available online.   
 
 

Candidate Submissions and General Provisions 
 
Local Voters' Pamphlet submissions are due 10 days after the close of Candidate Filing Week by 4:30 pm. 
 

 Microsoft Word will be used to verify word counts.  Submissions exceeding the word limit will 
be shortened by deleting full sentences from the end. 

 The Auditor’s Office will not correct errors in spelling, grammar or punctuation and reserves 
the right to edit the formatting of the statement/biography submitted. 

 The Auditor has the authority to reject statements that are deemed inappropriate per RCW 
29A.32.230. 

 Submissions do not represent the position of the Whatcom County Auditor or Whatcom 
County. Neither the Whatcom County Auditor nor Whatcom County is responsible for the 
validity or accuracy of the submissions. 

 
Candidate submissions can not be revised after the deadline. 
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    Picture 
Allowed 

Biography 
Word Limit 

Statement 
Word Limit 

Statement 
Paragraph limit 

Formaƫng: 
Allowed 

Formaƫng:  
Not Allowed 

C
an
d
id
ate 

fo
r: 

Local Districts  Yes  100  200  4 
Italics 

Bold, underline, ALL CAPS, 

tables, lists, and bullets Charter Review Commission  Yes  N/A  100  2 

PCO  Not included in the local voters’ pamphlet 
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Contact Information 
 
A candidate’s campaign email address, website, and phone number are printed in the local voters’ 
pamphlet and available online.   
 
 

How and When to Submit Your Local Voters’ Pamphlet Information 
 
After your filing has been approved, a unique link will be sent to you by email.  Use this link to upload 
your statement, biography, photograph, and campaign information.   
 
Submissions for the Primary and General Local Voters' Pamphlets are due 11 days after the deadline for 
filing declarations of candidacy at 5:00 pm. 
 
The candidate will receive an email confirming the receipt of their Local Voters’ Pamphlet information, 
and a follow up email once their information has been reviewed and accepted.   
 
Candidates are responsible for ensuring their statement, biography, photograph, and contact information 
are received in the Auditor’s Office by the deadline.  If the candidate’s statement, biography, and/or 
photograph is not received by the deadline, the text “No statement submitted”, "No information 
submitted", and/or "No photo submitted", may be printed in the applicable sections. 

 

 

Public Inspection of Candidate Submissions (RCW 29A.32.100) 
 

Candidate submissions shall not be available for public inspection until all submissions have been 

received. Public inspection requests shall be made in the same manner as requests for public records. 

 
 

Content Rejection and Appeal Process (RCW 29A.32.230) 
 
Material submitted for the local voters’ pamphlet may be rejected if: 

 It is obscene or libelous. 
 It contains a commercial advertisement. 
 It contains matter not limited to the candidate themselves or to the political office for which the 

candidate is filing. 
 It contains matter that is inappropriate or that does not comply with applicable law. 
 The photograph does not meet statutory or administrative criteria. 
 It was received after the submittal deadline. 

 
Candidates will be notified if their statement or any portion of it has been rejected.  Candidates will have 3 
days after the rejection notice to re‐write the statement.   
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Candidates can file an appeal with the Auditor within 2 days of receiving the notice of rejection.  The 
Prosecuting Attorney will render a final decision of the appeal within 2 days.  In the event a 
Prosecuting Attorney participated in the initial review and rejection, a second Prosecuting Attorney 
will review the statement on appeal.  
 
If material is rejected, the local voters’ pamphlet will be printed with the rejected material omitted and 
the appropriate space left blank. 

 
 
Sample Candidate Statement 

 
Your submission will look something like this in the local voters’ pamphlet:  


